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Park  Avenue  Synagogue  is  truly  a  rare  community. 


I  want  to  begin  my  final  column  by 
expressing,  on  behalf  of  the  entire 
congregation,  our  gratitude  to  Rabbi 
David  Lincoln  and  Rabbi  Kenneth 
Stern,  both  of  whom  will  be  leaving  on  June 
30th  and  to  the  officers  whose  terms  will  also 
expire  on  June  30th. 

First,  to  Rabbi  David  Lincoln  who  for  21  years 
devoted  himself  to  the  well-being  of  our  congrega¬ 
tion.  He  is  a  24-hour-a-day  seven-day-a-week  Rabbi. 

In  many  of  the  conversations  I  have  had  with  Rabbi 
Lincoln  he  spoke  of  the  sacred  trust  he  feels  to 
Judaism  to  guarantee  that  under  his  watch  the  rituals  and  practices 
that  are  ours  will  be  guarded  and  transmitted  to  future  generations. 
He  can  retire  from  the  pulpit  proud  of  achieving  his  goals  and  of  his 
many  accomplishments. 

I  also  wish  to  pay  tribute  to  Rabbi  Kenneth  Stern.  For  12  years, 
he  has  been  an  important  part  of  life  here  at  Park  Avenue  Synagogue. 
His  compassion  and  warmth  have  made  an  enormous  difference  in 
many  of  the  lives  of  our  congregants.  He  often  found  just  the  right 
words  to  say  when  a  member  was  in  great  need  of  Rabbinic  consol¬ 
ing.  We  all  wish  for  Rabbi  Lincoln  and  Rabbi  Stern  that  the  next 
chapter  of  their  lives  will  bring  them  happiness  and  fulfillment. 

This  moment  also  concludes  my  five  year  term  as  Chairman  of 
the  Board.  I  wish  to  express  personal  and  congregational  gratitude 
to  my  fellow  officers.  To  Menachem  Rosensaft,  President,  to  Steve 
Friedman,  Joel  Hirschtritt  and  Brian  Lustbader,  Vice-Presidents, 
to  Marty  Halbfinger,  Treasurer,  to  Adam  Usdan,  Assistant  Treasurer 
and  to  Susan  Silverman,  Secretary.  For  five  years,  they  have  devoted 
themselves  to  the  well-being  of  the  congregation.  For  countless 
hours,  they  have  worked  on  every  aspect  of  synagogue  life.  How 
lucky  for  all  of  us  that  such  a  talented  group  of  people  chose  Park 
Avenue  Synagogue  as  the  institution  to  benefit  from  all  they  have 
to  offer.  My  time  as  Chairman  has  also  given  me  the  chance  to 
work  closely  with  an  outstanding  group  of  men  and  women,  the 
Board  and  the  Advisory  Council.  Each  of  these  people  takes  his  or 
her  responsibility  seriously  and  is  dedicated  to  the  well-being  of  the 
Synagogue.  It  has  been  an  honor  to  lead  and  learn  from  them. 

Throughout  my  term,  many  people  have  asked  me  my  feelings 
about  this  responsibility.  I  have  always  responded  with  how  fortu¬ 


nate  I  feel  to  have  the  honor  and  privilege  of  being 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Park  Avenue  Synagogue. 
It  has  been  an  amazing  journey.  The  dedication 
of  Cantor  David  Lefkowitz  and  Cantor  Nancy 
Abramson  has  been  inspirational.  Working  with 
Beryl  Chernov  and  the  Synagogue's  administrative 
team  has  been  especially  rewarding.  All  of  us  are 
lucky  to  have  our  lives  impacted  by  this  fine  group 
of  individuals. 

I  also  feel  my  life  has  been  enriched  by  meeting 
and  getting  to  know  so  many  fellow  congregants. 
There  is  so  much  intellect  and  heart  gathered  in  one 
place.  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  is  truly  a  rare  community.  I  have  seen 
that  with  each  step  further  you  take  into  the  community  you  are 
rewarded  beyond  what  you  can  imagine. 

July  1  brings  to  our  congregation  new  Rabbis.  We  will  soon  be 
led  by  Rabbi  Elliot  Cosgrove  and  Interim  Rabbi  Michael  Graetz.  I 
am  so  excited  for  all  of  us  for  what  these  two  men  will  bring  to  our 
community.  We  will  also  have  new  officers  and  a  new  Chairman  of 
the  Board.  Serving  as  President,  Brian  Lustbader;  Vice  Presidents 
Marcia  Colvin,  Paul  Corwin  and  Howard  Rubin;  Treasurer  Art 
Penn;  Assistant  Treasurer  Marlene  Muskin;  and  Secretary  Rachael 
First.  I  am  sure  they  all  will  have  much  to  contribute  and  will  dedi¬ 
cate  themselves  to  the  success  of  our  Synagogue.  I  leave  the  Chair¬ 
manship  in  the  capable  hands  of  Steve  Friedman.  I  have  confidence 
in  him  and  a  great  respect  for  his  abilities  to  lead  the  Board  in  the 
coming  years. 

Reflecting  on  my  time  as  Chairman  brings  me  great  joy.  I  have 
traveled  to  Israel  twice  with  my  community.  I  have  been  a  part  of 
inscribing  a  Torah  that  will  be  in  the  fabric  of  our  community.  I 
have  been  given  the  privilege  of  being  a  part  of  an  endowment  cam¬ 
paign  that  leaves  our  Synagogue  financially  secure  and  in  countless 
other  exciting  and  meaningful  ways,  I  have  explored  my  Judaism  and 
what  it  means  to  me  to  be  an  American  Jew  of  the  21st  century. 

I  will  treasure  forever  my  term  as  Chairman  of  the  Board.  I  am 
grateful  that  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to  give  back  to  the  Syna¬ 
gogue  that  has  given  so  much  to  me  and  my  family.  My  best  wishes 
to  all  of  you. 


nnoV 


Celebrating  a  Simcha ?  A  birthday,  anniversary,  engagement, 
wedding,  new  grandchild,  or  anything  else  for  which  you  are  grateful? 
Sponsor  a  breakfast  Kiddush  any  weekday  after  our  Morning  Minyan. 

Contact  Lynn  Schneider  at  the  synagogue  for  more  information,  212-369-2600. 
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I  hope  that  P.A.S.  becomes  a  place  to  model 
the  best  the  Conservative  Movement  can  be. 


Rabbi  Elliot  Cosgrove,  who  will  begin 
his  term  as  Senior  Rabbi  on  July  1, 
will  be  bringing  to  the  Park  Avenue 
community  a  vigorous  array  of 
resources,  ideas,  and  learning,  as  well  as  his  positive 
outlook — he  believes  that  he  and  the  congregation 
share  an  emphasis  on  ‘community  building’  and 
‘excellence.’  He  is  “...thrilled,  excited  and  honored 
to  be  appointed  rabbi  of  Park  Avenue  Synagogue.’’ 

Large  urban  synagogues  are  his  comfort  zone. 

He  values  their  characteristic  strong  rabbinic 
leadership,  rich  musical  heritage  and  involved  and 
dynamic  membership — which  he  sees  at  P.A.S. 

Elliot  Cosgrove  grew  up  at  Sinai  Temple  in  Los  Angeles,  and  most 
recently  served  as  Rabbi  of  Anshe  Emet  Synagogue  in  downtown 
Chicago.  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  is  the  perfect  next  situation  for  this 
man  of  many  strengths.  The  downtown  congregation  he  led  as  Rabbi 
also  offered  a  rich  variety  of  educational,  social  action  and  advocacy 
programs  for  people  of  all  ages.  He  had  reached  beyond  his  own 
congregation  to  a  wider  range  of  people  in  Chicago,  working  with 
many  community  agencies  in  Chicago;  and  earlier,  worked  at 
campus  Hillels  and  summer  camps. 

Among  the  tributes  paid  upon  his  leaving  the  congregation  was 
this  from  the  President  of  Anshe  Emet:  “The  thought  of  not  seeing 
Rabbi  Cosgrove  in  our  hallways,  on  the  Bimah,  giving  a  book  review, 
or  at  a  life  cycle  event,  is  hard  to  imagine.  Yet,  to  know  that  he  has 
been  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  new  leaders  of  the  Conservative 
Movement  by  one  of  the  major  Synagogues  in  the  country  represents 
an  achievement  of  which  all  of  us  can  have  an  immense  feeling  of 
pride  and  joy.  We  have  been  the  beneficiaries  of  so  much  from  Rabbi 
Cosgrove.” 

The  Synagogue  has  always  been  part  of  his  life:  his  father,  who 
was  president  of  Sinai  Temple  and  is  a  practicing  physician  in  Los 
Angeles,  often  talked  about  what  it  was  like  to  grow  up  in  the  home 
of  a  rabbi — that  of  his  own  father,  an  Orthodox  rabbi  in  Scotland. 
Rabbi  Cosgrove’s  parents  have  been  friends  with  the  Lincoln  family 
over  the  years;  and  he  consulted  with  Rabbi  Lincoln  as  part  of  the 
research  for  his  dissertation  on  Rabbi  Louis  Jacobs  Z’L,  a  prominent 
figure  in  British  Jewry. 

The  Cosgroves  are  excited  about  moving  to  New  York  this  sum¬ 
mer  and  living  in  their  beautiful  apartment.  He  and  his  wife  Debbie 
have  four  children:  Lucy,  age  7;  Madeline  (Maddie),  6;  Zoe,  4;  and 
Jed,  3.  The  two  younger  ones  will  be  enrolled  at  the  ECC.  The 
Rabbi  will  also  be  coming  with  a  new  designation:  Doctor.  His 
Ph.D.  will  be  awarded  by  the  University  of  Chicago  on  June  13. 

Rabbi  Cosgrove  says  that  the  Doctorate  is  “not  just  a  title;  it 
signals  a  commitment  to  a  lifetime  of  Jewish  study,  and  my  passion 


faith.  I  believe  that  the  calling  card  of  the  Con¬ 
servative  Movement  is  a  Judaism  that  speaks  both 
to  the  hearts  and  minds  of  contemporary  Jewry.” 
He  had  said  to  his  previous  congregation, “.. . 
when  it  comes  to  Jewish  education,  the  measure  of 
success  is  never  just  ‘how  much  has  been  learned,’ 
but  rather  how  motivated  Jews  are  to  continue 
their  learning  and  activism  once  the  program  is 
finished.” 

Coming  from  a  strong  Jewish  background, 
Rabbi  Doctor  Cosgrove  became  very  engaged  in 
Jewish  intellectual  and  communal  leadership  while  he  was  at  the 
University  of  Michigan,  where  he  came  under  the  spell  of  its  strong 
Jewish  studies  program  and  dynamic  Hillel.  “My  strongest  influences 
were  my  Jewish  studies  professors  and  Hillel  director.”  Not  just  an 
intellectual,  he  is  committed  to  social  and  community  work.  All 
through  the  years  he  studied,  he  worked  in  related  areas  and  has 
written  for  many  publications. 

His  academic  studies  presage  his  rabbinic  career:  He  did 
undergraduate  work  at  the  University  of  Michigan  in  English  and 
Middle  Eastern  Studies,  spent  a  year  as  a  volunteer  at  Project  Otzma 
in  Israel,  received  his  Master  of  Hebrew  Letters  from  the  University 
of  Judaism,  studied  at  the  Schechter  Institute  of  Judaic  Studies  in 
Jerusalem,  and  was  ordained  at  Jewish  Theological  Seminary.  His 
doctorate  from  the  LJniversity  of  Chicago  Divinity  School  is  in  the 
History  of  Judaism. 

Rabbi  Cosgrove’s  vision  of  a  Synagogue  is  one  that  “creates  a 
dynamic,  caring  and  committed  community.”  With  the  enormous 
richness  of  Jewish  resources  in  New  York,  the  Rabbi  contends  that 
“the  synagogue  has  an  obligation  to  be  the  most  exciting  expression 
of  Jewish  religious  life  in  a  way  other  organizations  cannot.”  The 
synagogue  should  be  a  place  with  an  ingrained  sense  of  hesed 
(kindness)  and  menschlichkeit.  He  knows  that  it  is  possible  even  in 
a  large  synagogue  to  create  an  atmosphere  of ‘heimishness.’  Through 
his  visits  and  meetings  with  the  congregation,  Rabbi  Cosgrove 
saw  that  the  values  that  he  treasures  are  also  those  of  Park  Avenue 
Synagogue. 

The  Rabbi  asserts  that  especially  with  Dr.  Arnold  Eisen  as  head 
of  the  JTS,  this  is  a  “transformative  moment”  for  the  Conservative 
Movement.  “I  can’t  wait  to  dive  into  New  York  Jewish  life  and  bring 
the  abundance  of  its  Jewish  educational  and  cultural  resources  to  the 
doorstop  of  P.A.S.”  He  hopes  they  will  continue  to  enrich  our  family 
education,  ECC,  and  youth  education. 

“I  hope  that  P.A.S.  becomes  a  place  to  model  the  best  the 
Conservative  Movement  can  be.  I  would  like  P.A.S.  to  be  a  place 
where  national  Jewish  conversations  are  local  and  lived.” 


www.pasyn.org 
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Meet  Our  New  Interim  Rabbi,  Michael  Graetz 


by  Paul  M.  Corwin 

On  behalf  of  the  Interim  Rabbi  Search 
Committee,  I  am  pleased  and  excited  to  report 
that  we  have  identified  an  extraordinary  man  to 
spend  the  next  year  with  us  in  the  position  of 
Interim  Rabbi. 

Rabbi  Michael  J.  Graetz  will  come  to  us 
from  Israel,  where  he  served  for  30  years  as 
Rabbi  of  Kehillat  Magen  Avraham  in  Omer,  a 
suburb  of  Beer  Sheva,  while  becoming  a  leader 
in  strengthening  the  Conservative  Movement 
in  Israel.  He  will  work  with  Rabbi  Cosgrove  in 
addressing  the  spiritual,  intellectual  and  pastoral 
needs  of  our  community. 

Educated  at  Columbia  University  and  JTS,  from  which 
he  was  ordained  in  1967  and  received  his  Doctor  of  Divinity 
degree  in  1992,  he  made  Aliyah  in  1967,  and  served  in  the 
Yom  Kippur  war  in  the  IDF  chaplaincy.  His  abilities  as  a  rabbi, 
combined  with  his  skills  as  a  teacher  and  writer,  have  kept  him 
very  busy  as  he  has  served  a  growing  congregation,  reached  out 
to  a  wide  population  in  Israel  and  in  cyberspace,  and  lectured 
and  taught  at  the  Judaic  program  in  Kaye  College,  Beersheba. 

Rabbi  Graetz  was  founder  and  director  of  the  Masorti 
movement  in  Israel.  He  was  a  founding  member  of  the 
Schechter  Rabbinical  School  in  Jerusalem,  and  served  as 


chairman  of  the  Siddur  committee  of  the  Israel 
Rabbinic  Assembly,  which  published  the  first 
Masorti  Siddur  for  Israel,  “Va’ani  Tefillati.  ” 
Working  with  Schechter  Rabbinical 
School,  he  instituted  a  program  of  in-service 
apprenticeship  at  the  congregation  in  Omer,  as 
well  as  programs  of  cooperation  among  different 
sectors  of  Israeli  society,  religious  Jews,  secular 
Jews,  Masorti  Jews  and  the  Negev  Arab  Bedouin 
population.  In  2005  he  began  a  program  for 
students  in  Ben  Gurion  University  and  Sapir 
College  known  as  the  Negev  Institute  for 
Community  Leadership. 

Rabbi  Graetz  is  married  to  Naomi  Graetz,  a  highly  respected 
educator  and  writer  about  women  and  metaphor  in  the  Bible 
and  Midrash.  Naomi  will  be  joining  Rabbi  Graetz  during  his 
tenure  at  RA.S.  Their  adult  children  live  in  Israel. 

We  are  fortunate  to  have  a  man  of  Rabbi  Graetz’  range  of 
pastoral  and  pedagogical  skills,  as  well  as  his  depth  of  knowl¬ 
edge  and  accomplishment,  to  assist  Rabbi  Elliot  Cosgrove 
during  the  coming  year.  Please  be  sure  to  join  us  this  summer  at 
services  and  in  some  of  the  special  activities  we  have  planned  to 
introduce  NYC  to  our  rabbis  and  to  bring  us  closer  to  them! 
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Meet  our  new  Chairman  of  the  Board,  Steven  M.  Friedman 


The  Chairman  elected  at  the  May  15  Annual  Meeting  is  Steven  M.  Friedman,  already  familiar  to  most 
members  as  he  has  served  P.A.S.  for  many  years  as  a  vice  president,  an  officer  and  board  member.  Fie  and 
his  wife  Cheri  have  been  members  for  more  than  twenty  years.  Their  adult  children,  Mark,  Danny  and 
Jenny,  all  attended  the  Early  Childhood  Center  and  the  Religious  School. 

Steve  has  an  A.B.  and  an  MBA  from  the  University  of  Chicago  and  a  J.D.  from  Brooklyn  Law 
School.  He  is  a  co-founder  and  Managing  Partner  of  Eos  Partners,  L.P.,  an  investment  firm  formed 
in  1994.  Eos  invests  through  various  funds  in  private  companies  and  marketable  securities.  Before 
forming  Eos,  he  was  a  General  Partner  of  Odyssey  Partners,  L.P.,  an  investment  partnership  where  he 
was  responsible  for  its  private  investment  group.  He  had  joined  Odyssey  in  1983,  after  serving  as  a  vice 
president  at  Citibank,  N.A.  from  1977. 


Meet  our  new  President,  Brian  Lustbader 


Brian,  his  wife  Rachel,  and  their  two  daughters  have  been  active  members  of  P.A.S.  since  1985.  He  has 
served  the  synagogue  in  many  leadership  positions,  in  the  process  getting  to  know  the  people  and  the 
operations:  he  has  been  on  the  Board  ofTrustees,  Advisory  Council,  the  Rabbinic  Search  Committee, 
PAS  Congregational  Singers,  Men’s  Club,  School  Board,  and  coordinated  the  Havurah  service.  Both  girls 
went  to  the  ECC,  the  CS,  and  HS  and  were  Bat  Mitzvah  at  P.A.S. 

With  degrees  in  Civil  Engineering  and  Humanities  from  M.I.T.;  J.D.  from  Columbia  Law  School, 
and  a  period  of  running  his  family’s  construction  business,  The  P.J.  Carlin  Construction  Company; 

Brian  now  practices  law  at  Mazur,  Carp  &  Rubin,  P.C.,  specializing  in  construction  law  and  litigation. 
Rachel,  whom  he  met  at  Columbia  Law  School,  is  currently  a  real  estate  broker  at  Warburg  Realty 
Associates.  His  older  daughter  Sarah  is  completing  her  first  year  at  NYU  Law  School,  and  liana  is 
completing  her  junior  year  at  Pomona  College  in  California. 


Marking  Five  Years  as  P.A.S.  Ritual  Director,  Mark  Fraier 


As  he  walks  along  Madison  Avenue,  he 
is  greeted  by  people  of  all  ages.  As  he 
runs  errands  near  his  home  in  Cedar- 
hurst,  people  come  up  to  him  and  ask, 
“How  are  you?’’  or  “Don’t  I  know  you?’’ 
It  seems  that  Mark  Fraier  is  known  and 
remembered  wherever  he  goes.  As  Park 
Avenue  Synagogue’s  Ritual  Director,  he 
is  a  vital  part  of  its  communal  life.  He 
sees  his  role  as  a  bridge  linking  members 
of  the  congregation  when  they  are  engaged  in  the  meaningful  events 
in  their  lives  with  Judaism  and  the  synagogue. 

Mark  is  recognized  on  the  East  Side  because  he  is  so  much  a  part 
of  P.A.S. — during  Shabbat  services,  holy  days,  baby  namings,  wed¬ 
dings,  aufrufs,  and  B’nai  Mitzvah.  Before  those  events  take  place,  he 
has  helped  the  participants  understand  and  rehearse  their  roles  as  he 
works  with  the  families.  When  do  we  walk  down  the  aisle?  Where  do 
we  stand?  When  do  we  sit?  How  do  we  arrange  for  photographs? 

An  important  question  that  Mark  has  to  answer  every  week  is: 
Who  will  get  an  Aliy  ah?  Members  of  the  families  celebrating  simchas, 
of  course.  But  also  men  and  women  celebrating  birthdays  or  anniver¬ 
saries,  observing  their  own  special  moments,  or  remembering  loved 
ones  for  whom  they  are  saying  Yahrtzeit.  A  visitor  who  hasn’t  been 
here  before?  If  possible.  Aliyot  are  such  important  honors  that  mem¬ 


bers  are  notified  before  they  have  Yahrtzeit  and  invited  to  participate. 
Many  are  so  honored  that  they  respond  with  donations. 

Within  the  standard  Shabbat  service,  there  is  a  rhythm,  which 
varies  depending  on  some  of  the  details  of  the  events  being  marked 
that  day  and  the  people  who  are  participating.  “I  have  a  wonderful 
time  doing  this;  I  see  the  warmth  that  comes  over  people;  how  much 
it  means  to  them.  People  who  have  Torah  privileges  feel  tremendous 
emotion — warmth,  joy,  glee,  self  esteem,  and  connection  to  their 
heritage.’’ 

Another  Torah  distinction  that  Mark  values  is  his  responsibility 
regarding  the  17  Torahs  owned  by  P.A.S.  .  Each  has  three  covers:  the 
familiar  red  velvet  that  is  used  most  of  the  year,  the  white  satin  used 
for  the  High  Holy  Days,  and  the  blue  for  other  holy  days.  They  all 
have  to  be  dressed  in  accordance  with  the  occasion.  And  they  have 
to  be  prepared  for  the  next  reading  so  that  when  the  scroll  is  opened 
it  will  be  at  the  right  place,  and  the  clergy  has  to  be  notified  about 
which  scroll  to  use. 

Mark  is  often  part  of  the  joy  of  weddings.  Our  beautiful  sanc¬ 
tuary  is  popular  even  for  people  who  are  not  members.  In  every 
case,  his  responsibilities  include  handling  all  arrangements  lor  the 
ceremony  (but  not  the  caterers)  and  helping  the  wedding  party.  He 
meets  with  the  bride  and  groom  and  families,  checks  on  the  ketu- 
bah,  license,  and  rings;  supervises  the  wedding  rehearsal  which  often 
includes  photographers,  and  then  orchestrates  the  actual  event. 

continued  on  page  20 
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Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Happenings 


Summer  2008/5768  at  P.A.S. 

A  Series  of  Cultural  and  Fun  Events  to  welcome 
Rabbi  Elliot  Cosgrove  to  the  neighborhood  and 
to  demonstrate  the  exciting  variety  of  New  York 
and  of  our  members'  interests! 


Many  of  these  events  have  limited  capacity.  Please  make  your  reservations  promptly 
for  the  summer  programs  by  e-mail  or  phone  to  Lynley  in  the  Department  of  Lifelong 
Learning — llys@pasyn.org  or  call  212-369-2600  ext  140. 


Salute  to  Israel  Parade 

Sunday,  June  1 

IMPORTANT  NOTE: 

we  will  assemble  at  1:25  p.m.  at  54th  Street 
between  Madison  and  Park  Avenues, 
and  will  start  marching  at  1:4 5  pm. 

Let  us  all  show  our  support  to  Israel 
at  its  60th  Anniversary  by  joining  the 
marchers  and  spectators  along  Fifth 
Avenue.  The  more  people  of  all  ages 
who  participate,  the  stronger  will  be 
our  message  of  support  for  Israel — a 
message  that  will  be  received  by 
Washington,  the  media,  and  the  world, 
as  well  as  in  Eretz  Israel. 

Marching  in  our  P.A.S.  T-shirts 
behind  our  P.A.S.  banner,  we  will  be 
part  of  the  extraordinary  spectacle 
including  60  shofar  blowers  opening 
the  parade  and  60  motorcycle  riders 
bearing  flags  of  Israel  closing  the 
parade;  an  international  variety  of 
dancers  in  beautiful  array;  as  well  as 
musicians — from  strolling  violins  to 
Klezmer  bands;  street  performers, 
clowns,  jugglers,  celebrities,  dignitaries, 
and  politicians;  horse-drawn  carriages, 
antique  cars,  20  marching  bands;  floats, 
and  the  largest  hora  in  the  world  since 
1948. 

Please  let  us  know  you  are  marching 
with  us! 

E-mail  Lynley  at  llys@pasyn.org  to  reserve 
your  spot  and  your  t-shirt. 


Neue  Gallery 

Monday,  June  30  I  6:00  pm  I  $  © 

Private  viewing  of  two  exhibits:  Gustav  Klimt  and  Wiener  Werkstatte 
Jewelry.  Meet  at  the  entrance  on  86th  Street,  just  east  of  Fifth  Avenue 
Limit  is  25  participants,  so  sign  up  promptly. 

$  ©  Reservations  required.  $  1 0 /person. 


Picnic  and  Philharmonic  in  the  Park 

Tuesday,  July  15  I  7:00  pm  I  Free  of  charge 

Bring  your  own  picnic  and  enjoy  the  concert  and  fireworks  with  fellow 
congregants.  Meeting  Place  to  be  announced  on  the  website  closer  to  the  date. 


Day  trip  to  the  Hudson  Valley 
— Tours  of  Hyde  Park  and  Val  Kill 

Sunday,  July  27  |  11:00  am-6:00  pm  I  $© 

Bus  departs  P.A.S.  promptly  at  1 1:00  am  and  will  return  by  6:00  pm 
$30/person,  including  round  trip  charter  bus  and  entrance  fees. 

The  bus  will  accommodate  40  people. 

$  ©  Reservations  required. 


The  Jewish  Museum 

Thursday,  July  31  I  6:00  pm  I  $  © 

Private  tour  of  "Action/Abstraction:  Pollock,  De  Kooning  and 
American  Art  1940-1976."  Meet  at  the  Museum  entrance — 
92nd  Street  just  off  Fifth  Avenue. 

$  ©  Space  is  limited  to  20  participants.  Reservations  required.  $  10! per  son. 
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"Manhattan  Adirondacks" 

— Walking  tour  of  Northern  Central  Park 

Tuesday,  August  5  I  6:30  pm  I  $  © 

Olmstead  and  Vaux  designed  the  North  Woods  after  the  forests  of  the  Adirondack  Moun¬ 
tains,  with  their  crystal  streams,  rustic  bridges  and  picturesque  pools,  right  in  New  York 
City's  backyard.  Meet  at  the  Charles  A.  Dana  Discovery  Center  inside  the  Park  at  1 10th 
Street,  between  Filth  and  Lenox  Avenues. 

Wear  comfortable  walking  shoes. 


$  ©  Space  is  limited.  Reservations  required.  $  10/person 


Fun  Run/Walk  in  the  Park  with  the  Rabbi 

Mondays,  July  7,  14,  21,  28,  August  4,  11  I  Six  summer  Mondays,  imme¬ 
diately  following  minyan — meet  at  6:30 pm  at  RA.S.,  or  at  6:45 pm  at  the  Reservoir: 
90th  Street  inside  the  Park  at  Fifth  Avenue.  No  reservations  necessary 


Join  Rabbi  Cosgrove  and  other  members  of  the  staff  and  clergy  lor  an  informal  run  or 
walk  around  the  reservoir.  A  great  way  to  get  to  know  Rabbi  Cosgrove,  Rabbi  Graetz  and 
other  members  of  the  P.A.S.  staff  and  to  stay  in  shape  as  well. 


For  College  Students  Only 

Thursday,  August  7  I  8:00  pm  I  © 

Join  Rabbi  Cosgrove  and  his  wife  Debbie  at  their  home  for  an  evening  of  conversation 
— a  great  way  to  meet  Rabbi  Cosgrove  before  you  head  off  to  school! 

Please  R.S.V.P.  to  Liya  at  212-369-2600  ext.  120. 


Rabbi  Cosgrove's  First  Shabbat 

Friday,  July  4  I  6:15  pm 
Saturday,  July  5  I  9:15  am 

Join  us  for  services  on  Friday  night  and  Shabbat  morning 
welcome  Rabbi  Cosgrove  to  the  pulpit. 


as  we 


Israeli  Film  Series 

Four  Wednesdays  I  7:00  pm 

Flail  of  Worship,  Lower  Level 
Free  of  charge 

Following  each  film,  there  will 
be  a  discussion  led  by  the  rabbis. 

Wednesday,  July  9 

"The  Band's  Visit" 

Wednesday,  July  23 

"Jellyfish" 

Wednesday,  August  6 

"Unsettled" 

Wednesday,  August  13 

"West  Bank  Story" 
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except  as  noted  Daily  Mirtyanim  Monday-Friday  at  7:15  am;  Sundays  and  Legal  Holidays  at  9:00  am. 

NIincha  Sunday-Thursday  at  6:00  pm.,  on  Shabbat ;  June  28-August  30,  at  half  an  hour  after  the  conclusion  of  Service 
Hashkama  will  not  be  held  after  June  10  until  after  Labor  Day.  Information  is  subject  to  change.  Confirm  at  www.pasyn.org  or  with  the  office. 


JUNE  2008  lyar/Sivan  5768 

Monday,  June  2  28  Iyar 
Yom  Yerushalayim 

Wednesday,  June  4  1  Sivan 
Rosh  Chodesh  Sivan 

Friday,  June  6  3  Sivan 

Light  Candles:  8:06  pm 
6:15  pm  Kabbalat  Shabbat  Service: 
Welcoming  the  Sabbath 

Saturday,  June  7  4  Sivan 

Parashat  Nasso 

7:30  am  Hashkama  Service 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Bat  Mitzvah  of  Sasha  Stahl,  daughter  of 

ELIZABETH  KURNETZ  AND  JAMES  STAHL 

Bat  Mitzvah  of  Julia  Richards, 

DAUGHTER  OF  MIRIAM  AND  JEFFREY  RICHARDS 

9:30  am  Havurah  Service 

10:15  am]t.  Congregation 

1 1:15  am  Tot  Shabbat 

11:15  am  Nitzanim  Service 

6:00  pm  Mincha 


Sunday,  June  8  5  Sivan 
Erev  Shavuot 

8:00  pm  Evening  Service/Study  Session 
Menachem  Rosensaft,  Speaker 

Monday,  June  9  6  Sivan 
Shavuot 

7:30  am  Hashkama  Minyan 
9:15  am  Shavuot  Services/ Kiddush 

Tuesday,  June  10  7  Sivan 
Shavuot 

7:30  am  Hashkama  Minyan 
9:15  am  Shavuot  Morning  Service/ 

Yizko  r/ Kiddush 
5:45 pm  Evening  Service 

Friday,  June  13  10  Sivan 

Light  Candles:  8:10  pm 
6:15  pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  June  14  11  Sivan 

Parashat  Beha  'aloscha 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 
Bat  Mitzvah  ofHayley  Flug, 

DAUGHTER  OF  SHERYL  AND  JEFFREY  FLUG 
6:00  pm  Mincha 


Monday,  June  16  13  Sivan 

7:30  pm  Healing  Service 

Friday,  June  20  17  Sivan 

Light  Candles:  8:13  pm 
6:15  pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Children’s  Birthday  Service 

Saturday,  June  2 1  18  Sivan 

Parashat  Sh  'lach 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Bar  Mitzvah  of  Jonathan  Aisenberg, 

SON  OF  SUZANNE  AND  DR.  JAMES  AISENBERG 
6:00  pm  Mincha 

Friday,  June  27  24  Sivan 

Light  Candles:  8:13  pm 
6:15  pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  June  28  25  Sivan 

Parashat  Korach 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 
12:30  pm  Mincha 


JULY  2008  Sivan/Tammuz  5768 

Thursday,  July  3  30  Sivan 
Rosh  Chodesh  Tammuz 

Friday,  July  4  1  Tammuz 
Rosh  Chodesh  Tammuz 
Light  Candles:  8:12  pm 
Holiday 

6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Rabbi  Cosgrove’s  First  Shabbat 

Saturday,  July  5  2  Tammuz 
Parashat  Chukas 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 
Rabbi  Cosgrove’s  First  Shabbat 

12:30  pm  Mincha 


Friday,  July  11  8  Tammuz 

Light  Candles:  8:10  pm 
6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  July  12  9  Tammuz 

Parashat  Balak 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

12:30  pm  Mincha 

Friday,  July  18  15  Tammuz 

Light  Candles:  8:06  pm 
6:15  pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  July  19  16  Tammuz 

Parashat  Pinchas 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 
12:45  pm  Mincha 


Sunday,  July  20  17  Tammuz 
Shiva  Asar  B  'Tammuz 

Friday,  July  25  22  Tammuz 

Light  Candles:  8:00  pm 
6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  July  26  23  Tammuz 

Parashat  Matos 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

12:45  pm  Mincha 


Shavuot  Service  and  Study  I  Sunday,  June  8  I  8:00  pm  I  Study  on  Shavuot  Night  will  feature  our  Honorary 
President,  Menachem  Rosensaft,  whose  talk  is  entitled  "Truth  as  Absolute:  the  Hasidic  Philosophy  of  Pshyskhe."  Menachem,  so 
much  a  part  of  P.A.S.  life,  is  an  attorney,  community  activist,  and  well-published  writer.  Among  his  most  recent  writings  are  his 
poem,  "Father,”  published  in  Mishkan  T’filah,  the  Reform  Movement's  new  Siddur,  and  articles  including  "Auschwitz  Sanctuaries," 
in  the  New  York  Jewish  Week  (April  25,  2008),  “Better  the  Ordinariness  of  Ephraim  and  Menashe  Phan  the  Alienation  of  the  Sons 
of  Moses,”  Midstream  (March/April  2008),  and  “A  Mosaic  of  Memory:  The  Legacy  of  Holocaust  Survivors  and  World  War  II  Vet¬ 
erans  at  Park  Avenue  Synagogue,”  in  “Park  Avenue  Synagogue,  Unbroken  Chain:  Celebrating  125  Years”  (2008).  "He  received  the 
Simon  Rockower  Award  from  the  American  Jewish  Press  Association’  for  Excellence  in  Magazine  Editorial  Writing  for  his  foreword 
to  “Great  Love  Stories  from  the  Holocaust,”  published  in  Moment  Magazine,  June  2005." 
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AUGUST  2008  Tammuz/Av  5768 

Friday,  August  1  29  Tammuz 

Light  Candles:  7:53  pm 
6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  August  2  1  Av 

Parashat  Masei 
Rosh  Chodesh  Av 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 
12:45  pm  Mincha 

Friday,  August  8  7 Av 

Light  Candles:  7:45  pm 
6:1 5 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  August  9  8  Av 

Parashat  Devarim 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

12:45  pm  Mincha 

7:30  pm  Erev  Tish  'a  B  Av  Service 


Sunday,  August  10  9  Av 

Tish  'a  B  'Av 

Friday,  August  15  14  Av 

Light  Candles:  7:36 pm 
6:15  pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  August  16  15  Av 

Parashat  Vaeschanan 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 
12:45  pm  Mincha 

Friday,  August  22  21  Av 

Light  Candles:  7:25  pm 
6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  August  23  22  Av 

Parashat  Eikev 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

12:45  pm  Mincha 


Friday,  August  29  28  Av 

Light  Candles:  7:15  pm 
6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  August  30  29  Av 

Parashat  Re  'eh 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

12:45  pm  Mincha 

Sunday,  August  31  30  Av 

Rosh  Chodesh  Elul 


Arms1  and  Committees’  Programs  and  Events 


Men's  Club 


Federation  of  Jewish  Men's  Clubs  Dinner 

Tuesday,  June  17  I  6:30-8:30  pm  I  Shelter  Rock  Jewish  Center, 

272  Shelter  Rock  Road,  Roslyn,  NY  I  $  © 

Rabbi  David  H.  Lincoln  will  receive  The  Man  of:  the  Year  Award 
(Chavayrim  Kol  Yisrael  Award)  at  the  25th  Annual  Federation  of 
Jewish  Men’s  Clubs  Metropolitan  New  York  Regional  Dinner,  for 
outstanding  contributions  to  the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Men’s 
Club  and  The  Metropolitan  New  York  Region  of  the  Federation  of 
Jewish  Men’s  Clubs,  respectively,  and  the  Conservative  movement. 

In  addition,  our  Rabbi  Kenneth  A.  Stern  will  also  be  honored 
for  his  work  as  the  Spiritual  Leader  of  the  New  York  Metropolitan 
Region  Federation  of  Jewish  Men's  Clubs  for  the  past  three  years. 
Fiebrew  High  School  students  Jacob  Mark  and  Harold  Lander  will 
each  receive  the  Youth  Award  at  this  event. 

The  event  will  include  a  two  hour  smorgasbord/dessert,  open 
bar,  music,  and  awards  ceremony. 

A  wonderful  way  to  support  our  honorees  is  to  attend  the  event 
and  join  us  for  an  evening  of  good  cheer  and  fellowship  as  we  show 
our  appreciation  for  their  invaluable  contributions  to  P.A.S. 

The  cost  of  the  dinner  will  be  $85  per  person  payable  in  ad¬ 
vance.  Reservations  must  be  made  by  June  1. 

$  ©  For  more  information  contact  the  FJMC  Liaison  Brian  Chenensky 
at  646-662-1573,  or  Chenensky@hotmail.com  or  use  the  form  that  you  will  be 
receiving  in  the  mail. 


Sisterhood 


Daytime  Book  Discussion  Group 

Monday,  June  2  I  11:00  am 

Join  us  in  the  Rothschild  Library  for  a  discussion  of:  “Who  She 
Was:  My  Search  for  My  Mother's  Life,”  by  Samuel  Freedman. 
Coffee  and  cake  will  be  served. 


Sisterhood 


Sisterhood  Yiddish  Club 

Tuesday,  June  3  I  1:00  pm 

The  Yiddish  Club  will  hold  its  monthly  meeting  in  the  Rothschild 
Library.  Coffee  and  cake  will  be  served.  Join  us  for  Yiddish  conver¬ 
sation  and  Yiddish  culture — poetry,  stories,  music,  theater,  and  film. 
Even  if  your  Yiddish  is  very  rusty,  don't  hesitate  to  come. 


Sisterhood 


Visit  to  the  Frick  Collection 

Thursday,  June  19  I  1:00  pm  I  meet  in  the  admission  area  I  $© 
The  Frick  Collection  at  1  East  70th  Street  is  one  of  the  best  small 
museums  in  the  world.  It  contains  a  magnificent  array  of  paintings, 
drawings,  enamels,  bronzes,  and  porcelain.  Henry  Clay  Frick  (1849 
-1919),  a  noted  industrialist,  had  wide-ranging  tastes  and  pur¬ 
chased  European  masterpieces  from  many  periods.  He  was  assisted 
by  Joseph  Duveen  (1869-1939),  the  leading  art  dealer  of  his  time, 
who  was  Jewish.  The  Frick  Collection  is  displayed  in  the  beautiful 
setting  of  an  old  mansion.  All  members  of  P.A.S.  are  welcome  to 
join  Sisterhood  on  this  museum  visit.  The  cost  is  $10  for  seniors 
and  $15  for  nonseniors.  The  Sisterhood  group  will  meet  in  the 
admission  area  of  the  museum  at  1:00  pm. 

$  ®  Please  R.S.V.P.  to  Helene  Agress  at  212-362-1233  by  June  12. 

Tikkun  Olam 

SAVE  THE  DATE 

Mitzvah  Day 

Sunday,  November  23,  2008 

For  information  please  contact  Mitzvah  Day  Chairs 
Erica  Choset:  ericachoset@gmail.com  and 
Shelly  Katz-Biederman:  shellylkb@nyc.rr.com. 
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B’nei  Mitzvah 


Julia  Richards  I  June  7 

Julia  has  been  a  proud  member  of  P.A.S.  Congregational  School  since  Bet.  She  has  formed  lasting  relation¬ 
ships  with  many  of  her  peers  and  she  is  looking  forward  to  continuing  in  the  High  School  program.  She  is 
a  Seventh  Grade  student  at  Riverdale  Country  School,  where  her  favorite  subjects  are  Science  and  History. 
She  is  also  a  member  of  the  girls’  field  hockey  and  lacrosse  teams.  She  spent  the  past  four  summers  at  Indian 
Head  Camp  in  Pennsylvania,  where  she  especially  enjoys  tennis,  soccer  and  water  skiing. 

Julia’s  infectious  smile  and  sense  of  humor  brighten  each  day  and  her  compassion  and  kindness  continue 
to  be  an  inspiration.  She'll  donate  a  portion  of  her  Bat  Mitzvah  gifts  to  the  Jewish  Foundation  for  the  Righ¬ 
teous.  The  charity  ministers  to  needy  non-Jews  who  risked  their  lives  to  save  Jews  during  the  Holocaust, 
(ulia  would  like  to  thank  the  clergy,  her  teachers  and  her  parents  for  guiding  her  in  preparing  to  become  a  Bat  Mitzvah  and  for  help¬ 
ing  her  reach  this  milestone. 


Sasha  Stahl  June  7 

Sasha  Stahl’s  Jewish  education  began  at  the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Early  Childhood  Center  when  she  was 
three  years  old,  and  she  has  been  studying  at  the  Hebrew  School  since  Kindergarten.  After  her  Bat  Mitzvah, 
Sasha  plans  to  continue  studying  at  the  P.A.S.  Hebrew  High  School. 

Sasha  is  in  the  Seventh  Grade  at  The  Nightingale-Bamford  School  where  her  favorite  subjects  are  History 
and  English.  Outside  of  school,  Sasha  enjoys  listening  to  music,  playing  tennis,  riding  her  bike  in  Central 
Park  and  spending  time  with  her  friends  and  family. 

During  the  summer,  she  attends  Camp  Tamakwa  in  Huntsville,  Ontario  where  she  loves  to  canoe,  wind¬ 
surf  and  swim  in  the  lake. 

At  her  Bat  Mitzvah,  Sasha  will  chant  the  Torah  portion  Naso,  from  the  book  of  Numbers  and  the  Haftarah  from  Judges. 

Sasha  would  like  to  thank  her  family  and  friends  for  their  love  and  support,  and  all  of  her  P.A.S.  teachers  and  the  P.A.S.  clergy,  for 
their  guidance  in  preparing  her  for  her  Bat  Mitzvah. 

Hayley  Flug  I  June  14 

Beginning  with  her  baby  naming  and  the  Early  Childhood  Center,  and  continuing  through  Congregational 
School  and  the  Israel  trip  this  past  December,  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  has  long  been  a  cornerstone  of  Hay- 
ley’s  life.  She  looks  forward  to  chanting  her  Parasbat,  B’ba-a  lot’kha,  on  June  14. 

A  Seventh  Grader  at  The  Brearley  School,  Hayley ’s  favorite  subjects  are  Latin  and  English.  She  is  an 
enthusiastic  member  of  the  swim  and  softball  teams  and  enjoys  playing  tennis  and  the  violin.  With  a  gener¬ 
ous  heart  and  easy  sense  of  humor,  Hayley  is  loyal  and  loving  to  her  friends  and  family,  especially  to  her  two 
sisters  and  four  grandparents. 

In  honor  of  becoming  a  Bat  Mitzvah,  Hayley  is  helping  to  support  kindergarten  literacy  and  learning 
programs  in  the  Jewish-Ethiopian  community  of  Rehovot,  Israel,  which  she  recently  visited.  This  summer,  Hayley  will  continue  to  work 
with  young  children  as  a  volunteer  at  the  Harlem  Children’s  Zone. 


Park  Avenue  Synagogue  extends  heartfelt  sympathy  to  the  bereaved  of  our  congregation  and  their  families: 


Condolences 


Dr.  John  Abroon,  on  the  loss  of  his  father,  Hashem  Abroon; 
Carol  Hyman,  on  the  loss  of  her  husband,  Dr.  Basil  Hyman; 
Martin  Halbfinger,  on  the  loss  of  his  mother,  Sara  Halbfinger; 
Family  and  friends  of  our  member,  Edward  Leshowitz; 

Isaac  S.  Marrache,  on  the  loss  of  his  mother,  Reina  Marrache; 
Lori  S.  Schreiber,  on  the  loss  of  her  mother,  Faye  Appelbaum; 
Dr.  Joel  Zinberg,  on  the  loss  of  his  father,  Arthur  D.  Zinberg. 


Note:  if you  have  family  news  to  share  with  the  congregation,  please  contact  Lynn  Schneider  at  the  synagogue  office:  212-369-2600  or  lschneider@pasyn.org. 
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B'nei  Mitzvah  continued 


Jonathan  Aisenberg  I  June  21 

Jonathan  just  completed  the  Seventh  Grade  at  the  Fieldston  Middle  School  where  he  enjoys  many  subjects, 
especially  Science  and  History.  A  dedicated  musician,  Jonathan  studies  classical  and  jazz  piano  and  will  par¬ 
ticipate  in  an  International  Music  Festival  in  Portugal  this  August.  He  also  is  looking  forward  to  his  third 
summer  at  Camp  Encore  Coda  in  Sweden,  Maine. 

As  a  member  of  the  P.A.S.  Congregational  Trip  to  Israel  this  past  December,  Jonathan  and  25  classmates 
read  Torah  during  a  B’nai  Mitzvah  service  in  Jerusalem.  It  was  memorable  not  only  for  Jonathan  but  for  his 
parents,  brother  and  congregational  friends  -  many  of  whom  Jonathan  has  known  since  he  began  his  P.A.S. 
education  in  the  Purple  Room.  This  year  Jonathan  began  volunteering  at  the  Yorkville  Common  Pantry 
and  he  looks  forward  to  continuing  this  work  in  the  future. 

Jonathan  thanks  the  clergy,  his  many  teachers  and  family  for  helping  him  to  prepare  to  become  a  bar  mitzvah. 


David  Zask 

David  is  an  involved  Seventh  Grader  at  the  Ramaz  Middle  School  where  he  represents  his  grade  on  the  stu¬ 
dent  council  and  participates  in  theatre  and  Torah  Bowl.  He  is  a  versatile  and  enthusiastic  baseball  player. 
His  favorite  positions  are  third  base  and  pitcher.  David  also  participates  in  many  other  sports  including 
hockey,  tennis,  football,  and  skiing. 

David  enjoys  acting  and  has  played  Sigmund  Freud,  Franklin  Roosevelt,  and  Gaston,  as  well  as  other 
diverse  roles  in  many  plays. 

For  his  Bar  Mitzvah  chesed  project  David  is  organizing  a  baseball  game  to  raise  funds  to  support  the  Jew¬ 
ish  National  Fund’s  Project:  Baseball  in  Israel. 


Welcome  to  P.A.S. 


Park  Avenue  Synagogue  warmly  welcomes  these  new  members  to  our  congregational  family: 


Karen  and  Lee  Deutsch  Sherie  and  Shary  Moalemzaden 

Raquel  and  Dr.  Ian  Lentnek  Lauren  and  Daniel  Silvers 

Joan  Lessing  Maggie  Hoine  and  Michael  Winter 

Barbara  Lustig 


Cantor  Lefkowitz  recognized  with  an 
OTTY  Award 

Among  the  distinguished  East  Siders  saluted  this  year  by  the  lo¬ 
cal  newspaper  Our  Town  for  their  “accomplishments  [that]  help 
improve  its  neighborhoods”  was  our  own  Senior  Cantor  David 
Lefkowitz,  selected  as  a  First  Place  Winner.  The  article  noted  his 
work  in  archiving  and  adapting  historic  musical  compositions  over 
the  33  years  he  has  been  at  P.A.S.  It  notes,  “Although  Lefkowitz 
believes  in  history’s  value,  he  also  wants  to  make  sure  that  history 
is  accessible  to  even  the  youngest  generations  in  his  congregation. 
The  goal  is. ..to  reach  out  and  inspire  young  people  in  a  meaningful 
spiritual  way... with  contemporary  idioms  that  still  connect  with 
our  ancestry  and  3,500  years  of  tradition.” 

Rabbi  David  Lincoln  was  selected  by  President  George 
W.  Bush  to  be  a  member  of  the  U.S.  Honorary  Delegation  to  attend 


celebrations  in  honor  of  the  60th  Anniversary  of  the  State  of  Israel 
on  May  14-15,  in  Jerusalem. 

Mazal  tov  to  Cantor  Nancy  Abramson  on  endowing 
the  Hazzan  Nancy  Abramson  Scholarship  Fund.  This  fund  will 
help  provide  scholarship  assistance  to  students  preparing  for  the 
cantorate  at  the  H.L.  Miller  Cantorial  School  of  the  Jewish  Theo¬ 
logical  Seminary.  Cantor  Abramson  will  be  acknowledged  lor  her 
work  at  the  Cantors  Assembly  convention  in  June. 

Karen  Gantz  Zahler  and  Eric  Zahler  will  be 

the  honored  guests  of  the  organization  ELEM;  Organization  for 
Youth  in  Distress  in  Israel,  at  the  Jewish  Museum  on  June  16. 

Linda  Klempner  was  honored  as  Bloomingdale's  Best 
Employee  of  the  Year. 


vvrww.pasyn.org 
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Snapshot  of  Congregational  Life:  1 980-2008 

by  Laurie  Harris,  Co-Chair,  Archives  Committee 


P.A.S.  works  hard  to  create  a 
setting  in  which  members  can 
practice  Judaism's  teachings 
while  giving  new  life  to  its 
traditions  as  part  of  a  larger 
community.  For  our  latest  quarter 
century,  we  have  been  building  a  variety 
of  pathways  to  meet  the  needs  of  a  2 1  st 
century  congregation,  and  to  reach  every 
generation  within  our  community,  from 
newborns  to  seniors.  The  result  is  a 
Kebilab  Kedosba:  a  sacred  community  with 
welcoming  opportunities  for  worship, 
lifelong  learning,  and  kinship.  With  the  aid 
and  inspiration  of  outstanding  clergy,  family 
educators,  heads  of  schools,  administrators, 
board  of  trustees,  arms,  and  committees, 
we  have  established  or  re-imagined  many 
initiatives.  This  somewhat  arbitrary  time 
period  coincides  approximately  with  the 
opening  of  the  George  and  Rita  M.  Shapiro 
House  (1980),  and  includes  the  tenure  of 
Senior  Rabbi  David  H.  Lincoln  (1987- 
2008). 

Numerous  avenues  for  Jewish  learning 
and  practice  have  been  initiated  in  recent 
years,  including  morning  Minyanim, 
Havurab  services  and  Hasbkama  Shabbat 
services.  Today,  these  worship  services  are 
a  vital  part  of  the  congregation,  and  it 
is  not  uncommon  for  congregants,  both 
men  and  women,  to  lead,  chant  Torah  and 
Haftarah,  and  provide  commentary  on  the 
weekly  Torah  portion.  Another  change  is 
the  reading  of  the  complete  Parasba  each 
Shabbat,  and  the  introduction  in  1996 
of  the  new  holiday  prayer  book,  Mabzor 
Hadasb.  These  worship  opportunities  could 
not  have  happened  without  the  support  of 
the  clergy:  Senior  Rabbi  David  H.  Lincoln 
and  Rabbi  Kenneth  A.  Stern,  Cantors  David 
Lefkowitz  and  Nancy  Abramson. 

Park  Avenue  Synagogue  continues  to 
play  a  prominent  role  in  the  development  of 
Jewish  music  and  American  Jewish  culture 
through  the  efforts  of  Senior  Cantor  David 


Lefkowitz  and  since  1997,  Cantor  Nancy 
Abramson.  Each  year  they  produce  special 
liturgical  services  and  concerts  of  Jewish 
music.  In  1999  they  instituted  the  Annual 
Musicale.  In  2000,  the  Rinab  U’Tefilab  Song 
and  Prayer  Friday  evening  service  debuted, 
followed  by  the  Kabbalat  Shabbat  Passionate 
Davening  service  in  2007.  In  2000,  the 
cantors  and  Neil  Robinson  established  the 
Congregational  Singers.  The  Youth  Chorale 
was  founded  in  1998. 

Enhanced  opportunities  for  worship 
have  been  accompanied  by  expansion 
of  adult  educational  opportunities.  In 
addition  to  the  Sisterhood’s  long-term 
weekly  programming,  we  now  have 
Lunch  n  Learn  sessions,  daytime  parenting 
and  Hebrew  classes,  Talmud  study,  and 
other  courses  with  the  clergy  and  staff.  By 
2002  computers  were  installed  in  all  the 
classrooms. 

New  arms  have  been  created  to  satisfy 
segments  of  the  congregation,  and  existing 
arms  formulate  original  programming  to 
refresh  and  reinvigorate  their  memberships. 
The  Women’s  Evening  Group  has  added 
Moonbeams:  a  Rosb  Cbodesb  Study/Social 
Experience.  In  2004,  Rabbi  Stern  and  the 
Men’s  Club  originated  an  award-winning 
program  of  intimate  private  explorations 
titled  “Hearing  Men’s  Voices.”  A  Young 
Couples  Group  was  formed,  grew  older,  and 
re-formed  with  the  next  generation.  The 
Parents  Association  of  the  Early  Childhood 
Center  formed  in  1988  and  published  its 
first  newsletter.  Camp  Keshet,  the  summer 
day  camp  for  ages  2.9-6  years,  opened  in 
1995  with  the  goal  of  providing  the  same 
warm  Jewish  environment  as  the  ECC. 

The  inauguration  of  the  Family 
Education  Committee  set  a  new  direction 
for  developing  an  intergenerational,  lifelong 
learning  community  with  participatory 
educational  opportunities.  Newborns  to 
three-year-olds,  accompanied  by  a  parent 
or  grandparent,  are  introduced  to  the  P.A.S. 


at  Ha  Misbpacbab  Sbeli  (My  Family)  and 
Jewish  Jams  classes.  Classes  explore  Jewish 
themes  and  holidays  through  stories,  song, 
and  arts  and  crafts. 

Tot  Shabbat  Services  for  young  children 
are  wonderful  opportunities  for  toddlers  and 
pre-schoolers  to  celebrate  Shabbat  together 
with  their  parents,  grandparents,  and 
friends.  Services  include  prayer,  song,  story, 
and  movement.  Tot  Kabbalat  Shabbat  Friday 
evening  services  lead  to  Nitzanim  Shabbat 
Services  for  4-7  year  olds,  which  began  in 
1987. 

Our  Lifelong  Learning  Department 
guides  families  in  intergenerational 
exploration  of  Jewish  text  study  and  the 
creative  arts,  all  related  to  Jewish  family 
life,  practice  and  ritual.  New  Bein  Kodesh 
L’Cbol  Havdalah  programs  were  added  in 
2002. 

The  traditional  Shabbaton,  held  on 
Saturday  with  programming  directed 
towards  adults,  has  been  transformed  into 
weekend-long  learning  and  community¬ 
building  events,  with  renowned  guest 
speakers  and  activities  for  young  children, 
teenagers,  families,  and  adults. 

The  January  2008  Shabbaton  celebrated 
the  dedication  of  the  125th  Anniversary 
Torah,  with  lectures  by  Dr.  Arnold  Eisen, 
Chancellor  of  the  Jewish  Theological 
Seminary,  and  Rabbi  David  Ellenson, 
President  of  Hebrew  Union  College -Jewish 
Institute  of  Religion. 

Our  ultimate  Family  ^L&ucanonl Kehillah 
adventures  have  been  the  congregational 
trips  to  Israel  in  2004  and  2007;  but  closer 
to  home,  the  synagogue  has  sponsored 
summer  tours  of  historic  synagogues  in 
New  York  City  and  the  Touro  Synagogue  of 
Newport,  Rhode  Island. 

Jewish  culture  has  always  been  an 
important  component  of  the  P.A.S. 
community,  through  the  exploration  of 
Jewish  identity  and  heritage  as  expressed  in 
Jewish  music,  art,  literature,  and  other  forms 


12  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Bulletin 


of  creativity.  Rayonot:  A  Literary  Journal, 
was  launched  in  2004,  inspired  by  Rabbi 
Lincoln’s  aspirations  to  create  a  publication 
that  would  present  the  intellectual  creativity 
within  our  distinguished  congregation. 
Issued  annually  from  2004  to  2006, 

Rayonot  has  featured  articles  by  clergy 
and  congregants  with  expertise  in  the  lull 
spectrum  of  Jewish  and  secular  experience. 

A  special  book-length  version  of  Rayonot 
focusing  on  our  history,  “Park  Avenue 
Synagogue:  Unbroken  Chain-Celebrating 
125  Years”  was  created  in  celebration  of  the 
synagogue’s  milestone  anniversary. 

Since  2005,  the  cultural  life  of  the 
congregation  has  also  been  amplified  by 
the  P.A.S.  Gallery  Committee.  Comprised 
of  congregants  with  expertise  in  the  world 
of  art  and  museums,  the  committee  has 
reinstalled  the  synagogue’s  extensive  art 
and  Judaic  collection  throughout  the 
facility.  In  our  second  floor  gallery  space, 
they  mount  temporary  shows  by  leading 
contemporary  artists  as  well  as  exhibits 
depicting  synagogue  life.  Most  recently, 
the  Gallery  Committee  partnered  with  the 
P.A.S.  Archives  Committee  to  present  a 
photo-documentary  exhibition  drawn  from 
the  P.A.S.  Archives,  describing  the  125-year 
long  history  of  our  congregation. 

In  recent  years,  programming  has  been 
organized  around  an  annual  overarching 
theme  to  enable  the  congregation  to  more 
deeply  delve  into  significant  areas  of  Jewish 
tradition,  thought,  and  practice  through 
events  organized  by  every  constituency  in 
the  synagogue.  Chairman  of  the  Board  Amy 
A.B.  Bressman  reflected  about  the  theme 
years  of  her  tenure.  “In  2004  we  examined 
our  relationship  with  Israel  and  traveled 
to  Israel.  The  ‘Spark  Within  Us’  theme  of 
2005  focused  on  what  it  means  to  be  Jewish 
today,  what  motivates  us  as  Jews,  and  how 
we  can  express  the  importance  of  Judaism 
in  our  lives  for  the  next  generations. 

The  ‘Enriching  Our  Lives  with  Prayer 
and  Practice’  theme  of  2006  encouraged 
exploring  and  following  our  Jewish  interests 
to  add  meaning  to  our  lives.  The  ‘Unbroken 


Chain:  Shared  History,  Shared  Destiny’ 
theme  during  2007-mid-2008  encouraged 
reflection  on  the  role  that  P.A.S.  has 
played  in  our  lives,  the  lives  of  those  who 
came  before,  and  those  to  come  after  our 
generation.” 

Our  core  Jewish  values  are  embedded  in 
the  Torah’s  teachings,  and  our  synagogue’s 
religious,  spiritual,  and  communal  life 
revolves  around  our  dedication  to  Torah. 
The  synagogue  added  to  its  collection  of 
Torah  scrolls  in  1991,  when  three  scrolls 
were  dedicated  to  replace  ones  that  had 
deteriorated,  and  in  1995,  when  one  scroll 
was  donated. 

The  125th  Anniversary  celebration 


125th  Anniversary  Torah  Mantle 


provided  a  unique  opportunity  for  the 
entire  congregation  to  forge  an  indelible 
personal  Jewish  link  by  creating  a  new 
scroll.  From  January  through  November 
20007,  on  numerous  occasions,  guided  by  a 
sofer  (scribe)  approximately  3,000  people — 
religious  school  students,  individuals,  family 
groups,  synagogue  arms,  and  committee 
groups — participated  in  inscribing  letters 
in  our  new  Torah  and  performed  the  6 13th 
mitzvah. 

In  conjunction  with  this  project,  a 
special  exhibit  was  mounted  describing  the 
process  of  writing  a  Torah  scroll.  Also 


featured  were  photographs  of  how  Torah 
lives  in  our  congregation  and  treasures  horn 
our  collection  of  Torah-related  ceremonial 
art  objects. 

The  Edmond  De  Rothschild  Library  is 
a  vital  part  of  our  cultural  strength.  Its  vast 
collection  of  books,  DVDs,  CDs,  and  audio 
books,  appealing  to  all  ages  and  interests, 
is  catalogued  on  computer  and  available 
to  members.  Special  programming  is 
arranged  for  children  and  adults,  including 
the  "Perpetual  Jewish  Film  Festival"  of 
free  monthly  films  of  Jewish  interest  from 
around  the  world. 

Since  the  1980s  fundraising  has  been 
reconsidered.  The  Kol  Nidre  Appeal  was 
reinstated  to  plug  the  yearly  operating  gap, 
and  synagogue-wide  appeals  for  non-P.A.S. 
purposes  were  focused  and  limited  so  as  to 
build  a  P.A.S.  endowment.  In  1997,  the 
Board  of  Trustees  launched  the  first  capital 
campaign  since  the  late  1970s.  In  2007, 
the  project  of  writing  a  letter  in  the  125  th 
Anniversary  Torah  and  forging  a  link  in  the 
chain  of  Jewish  heritage  provided  dedication 
opportunities  for  the  latest  Endowment 
Campaign,  which  will  help  sustain  the 
vitality  of  our  congregation  for  generations 
to  come. 

New  York  City’s  economic  woes  of  the 
1970s  and  1980s  left  its  mark  on  every 
neighborhood,  and  some  congregants 
wanted  the  synagogue  to  do  more  for  the 
local  community.  The  P.A.S.  Food  Pantry, 
run  by  our  high  school  students,  opened 
in  1984  in  response  to  the  crisis  of  the 
homeless  and  unemployed.  A  Chesed  Fund 
for  community  outreach  was  created  in  the 
mid-1980s. 

In  1989,  the  Committee  for  the 
Homeless  was  formed  and  collected 
and  distributed  gift  packages  to  clients 
of  Women  in  Need  who  were  about  to 
move  from  the  shelter  program  to  their 
own  homes.  Other  projects  were  started, 
including  a  Winter  Coat  Drive  and  coin 
collection.  The  Committee  also  worked 
with  the  Metropolitan  Council  on  Jewish 
Poverty,  Project  Provide,  and  the  Interfaith 

continued  on  page  20 
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Camp  Keshef  2008 


Summer  in  the  City 


Summers  at  Park  Avenue 
Synagogue  bring  busloads 
of  smiling,  happy  little 
faces  to  our  camp 
program.  This  year’s  session  was 
sold  out  in  December!  And  we  have 
been  planning  and  anticipating  these 
exciting  days  ever  since.  We  were 
thrilled  to  have  the  highest  percentage 
of  returning  campers  the  camp  has 
EVER  had — some  are  here  for  their 
third  summer!!  That  continuity  allows 
us  to  grow  and  expand  the  program 
for  our  older  participants,  highlighted 
this  summer  by  our  outdoor  soccer 
program,  enhanced  science  experience 
and  additional  field  trips. 

As  always,  our  amazing  staff  is  at 
the  forefront  of  making  these  weeks 
fantastic  for  our  campers  and  I  am  so 
pleased  that  some  of  our  most  talented 
teachers  are  back  with  us  again. 

The  pool  goes  up  on  June  17th  (a 
very  exciting  experience  for  anyone 
who  can  see  it  from  their  apartment 
windows)  and  our  new  swim  director 
has  been  working  on  revising  our 
instructional  program  to  engage  every 
camper  in  age-appropriate  stroke 
development. 

The  laughter,  learning  and  love 
that  is  pouring  out  of  each  of  our 
classrooms  is  contagious  and  we  can’t 
wait  to  see  what  the  rest  of  the  summer 
will  bring!! 


Principal  For  A  Day 

by  Ron  Koas,  Education  Director 

This  year  we  were  honored  to 
introduce  something  new 
at  our  school.  For  the  first 
time  we  had  three  ‘Principals 
for  a  Day.’  Three  students  won  this  honor 
through  the  Silent  Auction  at  our  P.A.S. 

Gala.  Eric  Martin,  Noah  Martin,  and 
Adam  First  replaced  me  as  Principal  of 
Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Congregational 
School  recently,  and  took  on  all  of  the 
responsibilities  and  duties  that  my  position 
entails. 

Dressed  in  fancier  clothes  than  usual, 
our  new  principals  definitely  looked  the 
part.  Throughout  the  day,  Eric,  Noah,  and 
Adam  supervised  teachers,  took  phone 
calls,  visited  classes,  worked  on  Parashat 
Ha-Sbavua,  and  answered  students’ 
questions.  They  also  spent  their  time 
telling  students  to  put  on  kippot,  not  to 
place  their  feet  on  chairs,  and  to  behave 
respectfully! 

Eight-year-olds  Eric  and  Adam  and 
eleven-year-old  Noah  discovered  that  I  visit 
every  class  each  day  and  that  I  go  to  a  lot 
of  meetings.  They  especially  liked  it  when 
they  visited  their  own  classrooms,  where 
the  other  students  clapped,  cheered,  bowed 


and  said:  “Shalom  Principals  Eric,  Noah, 
Adam.”  Being  a  principal  is  not  easy,  and 
involves  a  variety  of  different  challenges — 
dealing  with  parents,  students,  and 
teachers,  working  on  curriculum,  planning 
our  calendar,  and  organizing  special  events. 

Our  young  administrators  found  the 
experience  to  be  a  lot  of  fun,  and  decided 
that  they  might  like  to  be  principals  when 
they  grow  up.  I  look  forward  to  making 
this  fun  and  enlightening  experience  a 
yearly  tradition — many  students  would 
love  to  be  Principal  for  a  Day!  I  now  know 
that  if  I  ever  am  sick  and  have  to  take  off  a 
day  from  work,  I  have  three  capable  young 
students  who  can  take  on  my  job  with  no 
problems! 


Early  Childhood  Center 


Applications 


Member  families  who  would  like  to  apply  to  the  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Early  Child¬ 
hood  Center  for  the  2009-10  school  year  are  asked  to  call  the  school  and  request  an  ap¬ 
plication  form  before  June  30,  2008.  (After  that  date  the  school  will  be  closed  until  mid-August.) 

All  children  who  were  born  before  April  1,  2007  are  eligible  for  school  in  September 
2009.  The  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Early  Childhood  Center  adheres  strictly  to  its  cut-off 
dates.  Families  who  have  been  active  longtime  members  of  the  synagogue  are  given  spe¬ 
cial  consideration.  However,  because  of  limitations  on  class  size  and  the  need  to  balance 
groups  in  a  variety  of  ways,  membership  does  not  guarantee  acceptance. 

There  is  an  application  fee  of  $40  per  child.  The  application  process  includes  a  visit 
and  tour  of  the  school  by  one  or  both  parents  and  a  separate  visit  with  the  child. 

For  the  September  2008  school  year  there  were  approximately  50  openings.  It  will  be 
very  helpful  to  have  some  idea  prior  to  September  how  many  eligible  member  families  are 
interested  in  a  place  for  the  2009-10  school  term.  This  will  enable  us  to  determine  how 
many  applications  from  new  members  or  non-members  we  will  be  able  to  accept.  Thank 
you  for  your  cooperation. 
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Tot  Shabbat  I  Saturday,  June  7  I  11:15  am  I  P.A.S.  offers  toddlers  and  preschoolers  the  wonderful  opportunity  to  celebrate  together 
with  their  parents,  grandparents  and  friends  on  Shabbat. 


Summer  Birthday  Celebration  I  Friday,  June  20  !  6:15  pm  I  Friday  Evening  Service  I  Bring  Shabbat  into  your  children’s 
lives  by  celebrating  their  birthdays  at  P.A.S.  All  children  with  June,  July  and  August  birthdays  will  be  called  up  to  the  bimah  and  honored. 
Come  celebrate  as  a  family.  For  more  information,  contact  Naomi  Lipnick  at  212-369-2600  ext.  121. 


JUNE  2008  lyar/Sivan  5768 


Sunday,  June  1  27  Iyar 

1:  25 pm  Salute  to  Israel  Parade 

Monday,  June  2  28  Iyar 
Yom  Yerushalayim 

Wednesday,  June  4  1  Sivan 

Rosh  Chodesh  Sivan 

Friday,  June  6  3  Sivan 
6:15  pm  Kabbalat  Shabbat  Service 

HS  Graduation 

Saturday,  June  7  4  Sivan 

Parashat  Nasso 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Bat  Mitzvah  of  Sasha  Stahl,  daughter  of 

ELIZABETH  KURNETZ  AND  JAMES  STAHL 
Bat  Mitzvah  of  Julia  Richards, 

DAUGHTER  OF  MIRIAM  AND  JEFFREY  RICHARDS 

9:30  am  Havurah  Service 

10:15  am  Jr.  Congregation 

11:15 amTot  Shabbat 

11:15  am  Nitzanim  Service 

Sunday,  June  8  5  Sivan 
Erev  Shavuot 

Rosh  Chodesh:  It’s  a  Girl  Thing! 

Kadima  and  Ruach  Events 

Monday,  June  9  6  Sivan 
Shavuot 

Tuesday,  June  10  7  Sivan 
Shavuot 

Friday,  June  13  10  Sivan 

6:15  pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  June  14  11  Sivan 
Parashat  Beha  'aloscha 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 
Bat  Mitzvah  ofHayley  Flug, 

DAUGHTER  OF  SHERYL  AND  JEFFREY  FLUG 

Friday,  June  20  17  Sivan 

6:15  pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Childrens  Birthday  Service 


Saturday,  June  21  18  Sivan 

Parashat  Sh  ’lach 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Bar  Mitzvah  of  Jonathan  Aisenberg, 

SON  OF  SUZANNE  AND  DR.  JAMES  AISENBERG 

Friday,  June  27  24  Sivan 

6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  June  28  25  Sivan 

Parashat  Korach 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 


JULY  2008  Sivan/Tammuz  5768 


Friday,  July  4  1  Tammuz 

Holiday 

6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Rabbi  Cosgrove  s  First  Shabbat 

Saturday,  July  5  2  Tammuz 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Rabbi  Cosgroves  First  Shabbat 

Friday,  July  11  8  Tammuz 

6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  July  12  9  Tammuz 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Monday,  July  14  11  Tammuz 

6:30 pm  Fun  Run/Walk  in  the  Park  with  the  Rabbi 

Tuesday,  July  15  12  Tammuz 

7:00  pm  Picnic  and  Philharmonic  in  the  Park 

Friday,  July  18  15  Tammuz 

6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  July  19  16  Tammuz 

Parashat  Pinchas 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Monday,  July  21  18  Tammuz 

6:30  pm  Fun  Run/Walk  in  the  Park  with  the  Rabbi 

Friday,  July  25  22  Tammuz 

6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  July  26  23  Tammuz 

Parashat  Matos 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Monday,  July  28  25  Tammuz 

6:30 pm  Fun  Run/Walk  in  the  Park  with  the  Rabbi 


AUGUST  2008  Tammuz/Av  5768 


Friday,  August  1  29  Tammuz 

6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  August  2  1  Av 

Parashat  Masei 
Rosh  Chodesh  Av 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Monday,  August  4  3  Av 

6:30 pm  Fun  Run/Walk  in  the  Park  with  the  Rabbi 

Tuesday,  August  5  4  Av 

6:30 pm  "Manhattan  Adirondacks" 

— Walking  tour  of  Northern  Central  Park  $  ® 

Thursday,  August  7  6  Av 

8:00  pm  College  Students  meet  Rabbi  Cosgrove 

Friday,  August  8  7 Av 

6:15  pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  August  9  8  Av 

Parashat  Devarim 
9:1 5  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Sunday,  August  10  9  Av 

Tish  'a  B  Av 

Monday,  August  11  10  Av 

6:30 pm  Fun  Run/Walk  in  the  Park  with  the  Rabbi 

Friday,  August  15  14  Av 

6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  August  16  15  Av 

Parashat  Vaeschanan 
9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Friday,  August  22  21  Av 

6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  August  23  22  Av 

Parashat  Eikev 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 

Friday,  August  29  28  Av 

6:15 pm  Friday  Evening  Service 

Saturday,  August  30  29  Av 

Parashat  Re  'eh 

9:15  am  Sanctuary  Service 


www.pasyn.org 
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Enchantment  on  East  87th  Street 


by  Marlene  Muskin 

I  was  walking  along  the  street  one 
day  in  the  merry,  merry  month 
of  May.  I  was  taken  by  surprise 
by  a  pair  of  googly  eyes. .  .belonging 
to  a  camel?  On  87th  Street  and  Madison 
Avenue?  And  that  was  only  the  beginning! 

Picture  this:  it  was  Sunday,  May  4th, 

8:00  in  the  morning;  it  was  chilly,  gray,  and 
rain  was  threatening.  But  there  was  a  Block 
Party  to  prepare  for.  With  that,  the  intrepid 
souls  of  the  Block  Party  Committee,  chaired 
by  Kathy  Grunfeld  and  Doree  Greenberg, 
started  the  transformation  of  East  87th 
Street  from  an  ordinary  city  street  into  a 
glorious  celebration  of  Israel’s  60th  birthday. 
With  flawless  timing,  a  brilliant  sun  broke 
through  the  clouds  just  as  the 
party  began:  perfect! 

And  perfect  it  was,  with 
something  for  everyone. 

There  were  activities  for  young 
and  younger.  People  climbed 
the  Masada  rock  climbing 
wall,  while  others  played  Is¬ 
raeli  History  Jeopardy.  There 
was  an  archeological  dig  with 
treasures  to  be  found.  If  you  were  less  than 
three  feet  tall,  you  could  romp  around  inside 
David’s  Tower.  There  were  Israeli  art  proj¬ 
ects  for  all — one,  a  larger-than-life  birthday 
cake  made  for  Israel,  now  displayed  in  the 
lobby  of  the  Synagogue  for  all  to  see.  If  you 
were  feeling  a  little  fatigued  from  all  the  ac¬ 
tivity  you  could  recharge  your  batteries  with 
Israeli  food  or  sit  and  enjoy  the  concerts. 

Our  musical  guests  included  Israeli  singer 
Mika  Hary  and  the  Israeli  Jazz  Ensemble. 


Our  very  own  Children’s  Choir  sang  along 
with  the  Congregational  Singers.  Israeli 
dances  were  performed  by  our  school 
children.  Special  musical  guest,  Can¬ 
tor  Meir  Finkelstein,  performed  with 
Cantors  Lefkowitz  and  Abram¬ 
son  (knocking  everyone’s  socks 
off).  After  you  gathered  your 
strength,  there  was  shop¬ 
ping  on  Ben  Yehuda  Street. 

At  the  end  of  Ben  Yehuda 
Street  sat  that  googly-eyed 
camel,  our  camel,  but  what 

do  we  call  him?  A 
naming  contest  would  answer 
that  question— and  the  winner, 
submitted  by  the  Ascheim  fam¬ 
ily,  was,  Forrest  Bump! 

If  you  still  had  the  energy  to 
continue,  you  enjoyed  our  ninth 
annual  Musicale  performed 
in  the  sanctuary.  Forget  the 
Three  Tenors,  we  had  the  Three 
Cantors.  Cantors  Finkelstein,  Lefkowitz 
and  Abramson,  along  with  the  Congrega¬ 
tional  Singers  and  the  P.A.S.  Concert  Choir, 
delighted  us  with  song.  The  audience  left 
the  concert  exhausted  from  the  day,  but 
uplifted  and  exhilarated  by  the  music.  Com¬ 
ing  out  onto  Madison  Avenue,  feeling  the 
cool  evening  air,  peeking  around  the  corner 
to  87th  Street,  only  to  see  that  the  street  had 
already  been  cleared,  Forrest  Bump  already 
on  his  way  home,  it  was  now  a  beautiful 


memory — A  memory  created 
and  experienced  by  our  whole 
community  and  that  was  what  was 
best  about  the  day. 

Happy  Birthday,  Israel. 

Sunday’s  Block  Party  could  not  have 
been  possible  without  the  help  and 
support  of  the  entire  community.  Thank 
you  to:  Ellen  Harrow,  Chair  of  the  125  th 
Committee,  Kathy  Grunfeld  and  Doree 
Greenberg,  Block  Party  Co-Chairs.  Block 
Party  Committee:  Lynn  Berney,  Connie 
Breslin,  Martha  Cohen,  Darcy  and  Allen 
Dalton,  Vicki  Feldman,  Danielle  Roffman, 
Joann  Rosoff,  Ruth  Rothseid,  Wendy  Slavin, 
Sally  Tycher  and  Deanne  Winnick.  Heidi 
Silverstone  for  organizing  the  volunteers 
and  thank  you  to  all  of  the  volunteers. 
Cantor  David  Lefkowitz  and  Cantor  Nancy 
Abramson.  Beryl  Chernov,  Sarah  Gribetz 
(and  clipboard),  Ellen  Ait,  Ron  Koas,  Gil 
Smuskowitz,  Dan  Rios  and  his  team. 


Get  all  the  latest  news 
and  information  from  P.A.S. 

right  at  your  desk! 


Sign  up  for  our  e-mail  list  and  find  out  everything  that  is  going  on  at 
Park  Avenue  Synagogue.  You’ll  get  regular  updates  of  services  and  events; 
notification  of  changes,  and  news  about  your  congregation.  Just  send  an 
e-mail  to  Lynn  Schneider,  at  lschneider@pasyn.org,  and  she  will  take  care 
of  everything 
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Evening  Book  Discussion  Group 

This  congenial  group  meets  once  a  month  on  Monday  evenings  at  8:00  pm  to  discuss  a  variety  of  books  of  mutual 
interest.  Whether  you  are  at  the  beach  or  a  lake,  or  in  your  own  home,  you  can  travel  the  world  and  get  a  head  start 
on  reading  for  the  2008-2009  season  with  the  following  highly-regarded  selections  with  an  international  tone: 

“The  Man  in  the  White  Sharkskin  Suit”  by  Lucette  Lagnado 
“A  Simple  Story”  by  S.  Y  Agnon 
“People  of  the  Book“  by  Geraldine  Brooks 

“A  Pigeon  and  a  Boy:  A  Novel”  by  Meir  Shalev,  translated  by  Evan  Fallenberg 


Lunch  'n'  Learn  I  Ongoing  Thursdays  I  11:00  am-l:00  pm  I  No  charge 
Instructors,  Members  of  the  Clergy  and  Education  Department 

Meet  others  and  share  a  learning  experience  with  fellow  congregants  and  the  synagogue’s  professional  leadership.  Topics 
are  varied.  Bring  a  kosher  dairy  lunch;  coffee  will  be  served. 


P.A.S.  Gallery 


P.A.S.  Timeline:  Selections  from  our  Archives 

Through  June  2008 

This  very  special  exhibition  includes  a  timeline  of  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  history,  juxtaposing  P.A.S.  milestones  with  contemporary  events 
in  Jewish  history,  as  well  as  significant  events  in  NYC,  American,  and  world  history.  The  exhibit  cases  feature  significant  artifacts  from  the 
P.A.S.  Archives  collection.  The  show  begins  with  the  history  of  the  founding  congregations,  and  then  surveys  the  decades  from  the  1920s 
through  the  125th  Anniversary  year.  The  exhibition  highlights  the  generations  of  clergy  who  have  led  our  synagogue  with  commitment  and 
vision  and  their  distinguished  contributions  to  P.A.S.,  the  Jewish  community,  and  world  history. 


IN  LOVING  MEMORY  OF  Dr.  Albert  and  Phyllis  L.  Cornell 

Bikur  Cholim  Caring  Committee 

DO  YOU  KNOW  SOMEONE  ILL,  ELDERLY  OR  HOMEBOUND? 

The  P.A.S.  Bikur  Cholim  Caring  Committee  reaches  out  to  those  in  need  through  telephone  calls, 
visits,  and  holiday  packages.  The  Caring  Committee  is  comprised  of  trained  volunteers  committed 
to  providing  confidential  hands-on  support  and  companionship  to  members  of  our  congregation. 

To  arrange  for  this  mitzvah,  please  call  Rabbi  Lincolns  office  at  212-369-2600  ext.  120. 


PLAZA  JEWISH 
COMMUNITY  CHAPEL,  INC. 

serving  the  New  York  ]ewish  Community 

630  Amsterdam  Avenue  (at  91st  St.) 
New  York  City  (212)  769-4400 

Andrew  Fier,  President 

fjeujman  and  ^cvenlhal 

CATERERS,  INC. 

Appointed  Caterers  To 

Park  Avenue  Synagogue 

50  East  87  Street  New  York  City 
(212)  427-7912 

kf  Yxma 

125  East  85th  Street,  NYC,  NY  10028 
(212)  722-4271 

See  our  display  in  the  lobby  of  P.A.S. 

www.pasyn.org 
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When  one  loves  tzedakah  and  justice,  the  earth  is  filled  with  God’s  loving-kindness.  — Psalm  33:5 


Bible  Fund 

Ronnie  and  David  Parker,  in  honor  of  their  Wedding 
Anniversary. 

Vivian  Finkel  Education  Fund 

Vivian  Finkel,  in  honor  of  Laurie  Harris,  Marcia  Stone,  Jean 
Rosensaft  and  Joan  Schefler,  the  editors  of  the  book  "Unbroken 
Chain  Celebrating  125  years. " 

Sarah  I.  Gelman  Memorial  Fund 

Lynn  Gelman  Bell,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  Sarah  I. 
Gelman. 

High  School  Food  Pantry 

Cantor  Nancy  Abramson  &  Mitch  Glenn,  as  Matanot 
L  'evyonim for  Purim  in  honor  of  Cantor  David  dr  Joan  Lefkowitz. 
Cantor  Nancy  Abramson  &  Mitch  Glenn,  as  Matanot 
L' evyonim  for  Purim  in  honor  of  Rabbi  Ken  Stern  &  Dr.  Susie 
Rose. 

Cantor  Nancy  Abramson  &  Mitch  Glenn,  as  Matanot 
L  'evyonim  for  Purim  in  honor  of  Beryl  Chernov. 

Cantor  Nancy  Abramson  &  Mitch  Glenn,  as  Matanot 
L  'evyonim  for  Purim  in  honor  of  Rabbi  David  &  Susan  Lincoln. 
Michael  Brenner,  in  honor  of  his  60th  birthday. 

Barry  Bryer,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother  Sally  Bryer. 

Beth  &  Michael  Fruchtman,  in  honor  of  Sabrina  Rizzi's  Bat 
Mitzvah. 

Herta  Gottschalk,  in  honor  of  her  birthday. 

Dr.  Samuel  &  Anne  Katz. 

Rachel  Lander,  in  honor  of  Samuel  Green  on  his  Bar  Mitzvah. 
Rachel  Lander,  in  honor  of  Michael  Mazursky  on  his  Bar 
Mitzvah. 

Janet  Moss. 

Library  Fund 

Joan  &  Sylvan  Schefler,  in  memory  of  Hadassah  Nadich. 

Albert  &  Rachel  Murad 
Memorial  Scholarship  Fund 

Doris  &  Henry  Murad,  in  honor  of  their  great  granddaughter 
Isabella  Rachel. 

Prayer  Book  Fund 

Harris  Amster,  in  memory  of  Anna  &  Fred  Amster. 

Welfare  Fund 

Arthur  Ascher,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother  Rose  Ascher. 
Beth  &C  Michael  Fruchtman,  in  honor  of  Rabbi  Lincoln 's 
many  years  of  teaching  and  guidance.  It  has  been  very  much 
appreciated  and  will  be  missed. 

Richard  &  Barbara  Kahn,  in  honor  of  Rabbi  David  dr  Susan 
Lincoln. 

Synagogue  Offerings 

Marilyn  Berman,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  and  father, 
Florence  dr  Jerome  Solomon. 

Arlene  Bernstein,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  Betty 
Edelman. 

Elaine  &  Arthur  H.  Bienenstock,  in  loving  memory  of  Judge 
Louis  Kaplan. 

Elaine  &  Arthur  H.  Bienenstock,  in  loving  memory  of 
Rabbi  Judah  dr  Hadassah  Nadich. 

Elaine  &  Arthur  H.  Bienenstock,  in  honor  of  Rabbi  David 
H.  Lincoln. 

Lori  Bilkis,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  Madeline 
D  Amato. 


Bernard  Breslin,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother,  Henriette 
Breslin. 

Drs.  Matilda  &  Manfred  Brust,  in  memory  of  their  beloved 
son  Daniel  Brust. 

Gary  M.  Charlestein,  in  memory  of  Rabbi  &  Mrs.  Judah 
Nadich. 

Wallace  Chavkin,  for  the  speedy  recovery  of  Leah  Racha. 
Harvey  &  Eva  Comita,  in  honor  of  their  anniversary. 

Rena  &  Sami  David,  in  memory  of  Mrs.  Hadassah  Nadich. 
Beverly  Diamond,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  Pearl 
Diamond. 

Howard  Edelstein,  in  memory  of  his  beloved father  Bernard 
Edelstein. 

Martin  Fischer,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father  Paul  Fischer. 
Dr.  James  &C  Mary  Goldman,  in  honor  of  their  30th 
wedding  anniversary. 

Barbara  Goldsmith,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father,  Joseph 
I.  Lubin. 

Dr.  Ethan  Gologor,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father  Harold 
Gologor. 

Gary  Israel,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother  Harriet  Israel. 
Brad  &  Deborah  Jacobs,  in  honor  of  the  Baby  Naming  of 
Sienna  Rose  Jacobs. 

Lois  Karnovsky,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father  David 
Schulman. 

Barbara  Klaus,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  Anna  Jaffe. 
Susan  Wiener  Krevat,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  grandmother 
Dorothy  Kipness. 

David  Levitan,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  wife  Judith  Levitan. 
Steven  Merdinger,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father  Burton 
Merdinger. 

David  Mitchell,  in  memory  of his  beloved  father  Albert  H. 
Mitchell  on  his  Yahrzeit  anniversary. 

Dr.  Richard  Muchnick,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother 
Rachel  Muchnick. 

Melanie  Nasberg,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother,  Ethel 
Grabowsky. 

Ruth  Pordy,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father  Samuel  Gansberg. 
Phyllis  Rosenberg,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  mother  Sylvia 
Moreida. 

Sheri  &  Jimmy  Rosenfeld,  in  honor  of  Gabrielle  Lustig's  Bat 
Mitzvah. 

Sheri  &  James  Rosenfeld,  in  honor  of  their  anniversary. 

Imre  Roth,  in  honor  of  his  birthday. 

Sergio  &  Sabena  Rubinstein,  in  honor  of  their  anniversary. 
Andre  Sassoon,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father,  Gabriel  Isaac 
Sassoon. 

Philip  Satow,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father,  Joseph  Satow. 
Tracy  &  Todd  Schefler,  in  honor  of  Sylvan  Schefler. 

Joel  Silver,  in  honor  of  his  birthday. 

Ida  Snell,  in  honor  of  her  birthday. 

Jeffrey  Spindler,  in  honor  of  his  birthday. 

Renee  Stern,  in  memory  of  her  beloved  father,  Dr.  Samuel  J. 
Stern. 

Michael  A.  &  Elizabeth  Varet,  in  memory  of  his  father  and 
mother,  Gutter  V.  dr  Frances  Varet,  and  his  grandparents  Max 
Varet,  Jacob  Goldberg,  Jennie  Varet  and  Ella  Unger  Goldberg. 
Merisa  Vinick,  in  memory  of  Martha  Hadassah  Ripalon 
Nadich. 

Charles  &  Elaine  Weitzman,  in  honor  of  their  anniversary. 
Charles  Weitzman,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  mother  Miriam 
Weitzman. 

Dr.  Nathaniel  Wisch,  in  memory  of  his  beloved  father  Louis 
Wisch. 

Penny  Zorn,  in  honor  of  her  birthday. 


Kol  Nidre 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Mason  Haupt. 

Passover  Fund  2008 

Park  Avenue  Synagogue  thanks  its  members  and  friends  for 
their  generous  response  to  this  year's  Ma’ot  Hittim  Passover 
Appeal  as  of  April  10,  2008: 

Mrs.  Albertine  Aboody 
Dr.  &  Mrs.  John  Abroon 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Harris  Amster 
Mrs.  Doris  Arluck 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Fred  Lee  Barber 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Andrew  Barkan 
Mr.  Melvin  Bedrick 

Drs.  Georgette  Bennett  &  Leonard  Polonsky 

Mrs.  Josephine  Berger-Nadler 

Dr.  Harold  Bernanke 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Berney 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Daniel  Bernstein 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Charles  Blanksteen 

Mrs.  Sonia  Breindel 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Thomas  Brock 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Ceisler 

Mr.  Theodore  Cohn  &  Dr.  Alice  Cohn 

Mr.  &  Ms.  Ronald  Daitz 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Morton  Davis 

Mr.  Roland  Del  Cid  &  Mrs.  Jessica  Boar 

Dr.  Juliet  Diller 

Mrs.  Irene  Eisenberg  Mr.  &  Mrs.  M.  Neville  Epstein 

Mr.  Kenneth  Ellis 

Mrs.  Bonnie  Englebardt 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Herb  Feiwel 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Roger  Felberbaum 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Martin  Fischer 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Edgar  Freitag 

Mrs.  Marilyn  Friedman 

Mrs.  Eugenie  Fromer 

Hon.  &  Mrs.  Herbert  Gelber 

Mr.  Harold  Geringer 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  James  Goldman 

Mr.  Herman  Goldsmith 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jerry  Goodman 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leonard  Goodman 

Mr.  Efraim  Grinberg 

Dr.  Arthur  Gurevitch  &  Ms.  Linda  Moses 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Martin  Halbfinger 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Maury  Harris 

Dr.  David  Helfgott  &  Dr.  Anita  Cela 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leon  Heller 

Mr.  &c  Mrs.  Bruce  Hochberg 

Mrs.  Shelley  Holm 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Morton  Hyman 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Brad  Jacobs 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stephen  Judlowe 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Bennett  Katz 

Mrs.  Marilyn  Katz 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Donald  Kirsch 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Samuel  Klagsbrun 

Mrs.  Sherry  Klein 

Ms.  Linda  Klempner 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Koreto 

Mr.  Harry  Krieger 

continued  on  page  20 


18  Park  Avenue  Synagogue  Bulletin 


Synagogue  libraries  are  a  place  of  mitzvot,  a  central  location  for  the  fulfillment  of  commandments  and  the 

doing  of  good  deeds.  To  begin,  there  are  the  obvious  mitzvot  of  reading,  learning,  and  teaching,  the  opening 
of  eyes,  sparking  of  ideas,  and  formation  of  identities.  Mitzvot  waiting  to  be  filled  by  the  librarian  include 
welcoming,  telling  stories  and  listening  to  stories,  attending,  caring,  informing,  and  delivering.  Mitzvot  wait¬ 
ing  for  congregants  to  fill  might  be  showing  up,  sharing,  learning,  expanding,  checking  out  books  and  returning  them  as 
well. 

Synagogue  libraries  are  also  the  place  for  another,  special  kind  of  mitzvah,  without  which  many  of  the  other  mitzvot 
could  not  happen:  the  donation  of  great  Jewish  books.  This  year,  we  at  the  Rothschild  Library  have  been  overwhelmed 
by  the  thoughtful  generosity  of  so  many  of  our  congregants. 

For  example,  these  are  just  a  few  of  the  hundreds  of  books  being  purchased  through  the  Georgia  Farber  Book  Fund 
(and  recommended  for  summer  reading): 


“Dropped  from  Heaven,”  stories  by  Sophie  Judah.  Stories  about  the  Bene  Israel  of  India. 

“Fire  in  the  Blood,”  by  Irene  Nemirovsky,  author  of  “Suite  Francaise.” 

“The  Zookeeper’s  Wife:  a  War  Story,”  by  Jane  Ackerman. 

“Foreskin’s  Lament:  a  Memoir,”  by  Shalom  Auslander. 

“Twenty  Things  for  Grandparents  of  Interfaith  Grandchildren  to  Do:  (And  Not  Do)  to  Nurture  Jewish  Iden¬ 
tity  in  Their  Grandchildren,”  by  Rabbi  Kerry  M.  Olitzky  and  Paul  Golin. 

More  than  twenty  great  new  books  were  most  generously  donated  by  Pam  Bernstein  Friedman,  including: 

“At  the  Entrance  to  the  Garden  of  Eden:  a  Jew’s  Search  for  God  with  Christians  and  Muslims  in  the  Holy 
Land,”  by  Yossi  Klein  Halevi. 

“The  Bridge  to  Forgiveness:  Stories  and  Prayers  for  Finding  God  and  Restoring  Wholeness,” 

by  Karyn  D.  Kedar. 

“The  Wholeness  of  a  Broken  Heart:  a  Novel,”  by  Katie  Singer.  “A  mother-daughter  masterpiece.” 

The  PAS  Sisterhood  has  also  generously  donated  many  first-rate  documentaries  on  DVD. 

In  addition,  we  are  the  lucky  recipients  of  good  used  books  from  the  libraries  of  congregants  around  the  city.  We  are 
very  grateful  for  these  donations.  If  you  have  good  Jewish  books  or  books  of  Jewish  interest,  and  would  like  to  donate 
them,  please  make  a  list  of  those  books  for  us.  We  will  check  to  see  if  we  need  them. 

Thank  you  again  to  everyone,  for  your  donations,  your  patronage,  your  shared  knowledge  and  good  conversation. 

Warmly, 

Rabbi  Dawn  Rose,  Library  Director 


www.pasyn.org 
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Marking  Five  Years  as  P.A.S.  Ritual  Director,  Mark  Fraier 

continued  from  page  5 


Contributions 

continued from  page  18 

Passover  Fund  2008  continued 

Mrs.  Joseph  Lang 

Mrs.  Ann  Leichtling 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Martin  Levenson 

Dr.  Joseph  Levin 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Paul  Levine 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Joseph  Lonner 

Mrs.  Miriam  London 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jason  Mandel 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Matthews 

Mrs.  Bernice  Meltzer 

Mrs.  Roxandra  Meron 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Jeffrey  Messinger 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Miller 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Martin  Milston 

Mr.  Alexander  Mishkin  &  Mrs.  Jennifer  Newstead 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Mitchell 
Mr.  &  Mrs.  Steven  Moses 
Mrs.  Janet  Moss 

Mr.  Howard  Muchnick  &  Ms.  Susan  Schwartz 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  Murad 

Mr.  Charles  Mutterperl  &  Dr.  Carol  Mutterperl 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Philip  Muskin 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Stanley  Nasberg 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Irving  Parnes 

Mrs.  Bonnie  Podolsky  &  Mr.  Douglas  Rich 

Mrs.  Jane  Revasch 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  Robbins 

Mr.  Mordecai  Rochlin 

Drs.  Russell  &  Judith  Rodewald 

Dr.  &  Mrs.  Alain  Roizen 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Sidney  Rosoff 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  James  Ross 

Mrs.  Estelle  Roth 

Mr.  Frederick  Ruvkun  &  Dr.  Julie  Ruvkun 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Arnold  L.  Sabin 

Mr.  Eytan  Shapiro  &  Ms.  Lesley-Anne  Gliedman 

Mr.  Sydney  Silberman 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Sills 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Leo  Silverstein 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  David  Small 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Craig  Solomon 

Mrs.  Florence  Solomon 

Mrs.  Roz  Sorkin 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Robert  Tetenbaum 

Mr.  Marvin  Torker  &  Dr.  Helene  Torker 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  RayTreiger 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Henry  Vogelstein 

Ms.  Jacqueline  Wahl 

Dr.  Irving  Weinstein  &  Dr.  Rona  Kurtz 

Mrs.  Selma  Weintraub 

Mrs.  Annette  Zimmerman 

Mr.  &  Mrs.  Eugene  Zinbarg 


Clearly,  Mark  Fraier’s  family  values 
emanate  from  his  own  family  and  extend 
to  the  many  friends  he  has  made  here.  His 
wife  Sarita  often  comes  in  from  Cedarhurst 
to  join  him  at  services,  and  they  stay  at  a 
nearby  hotel  for  the  High  Holy  Days.  His 
daughter  Rachel  Makowsky  has  taught  at 
ECC  for  three  years.  She  and  her  husband 
Colby  just  had  their  first  child,  whose  b’rit 
was  held  at  P.A.S.  He  was  named  after 
Adam  Fraier,  Mark  and  Sarita’s  son  and  her 
brother. 

Not  everyone  who  recognizes  Mark  is 
from  P.A.S.:  his  friends  and  acquaintances 
come  from  a  lifetime  of  dealing  with  people 
within  and  outside  the  Jewish  world.  With 
undergrad  and  graduate  degrees  from  Ba¬ 
ruch  College,  he  taught  Science  in  New  York 
City.  In  the  summers,  he  was  the  Business 
Manager  and  Director  of  Cejwin  Camps, 
the  prominent  Jewish  camps  attended  by  so 
many  Jewish  people  of  all  ‘denominations.’ 
He  started  at  Cejwin  as  a  camper,  and  it 


Assembly  on  Homelessness  and  Housing, 
and  by  1995  with  the  Yorkville  Common 
Pantry. 

By  1989,  Soviet  Jews  were  allowed  to 
emigrate  on  their  first  application,  and  more 
than  200,000  Russian  Jews  immigrated  to 
the  U.S.  The  Committee  for  the  Homeless 
established  a  job  bank,  held  clothing  drives 
and  donated  funds  to  provide  camping 
experiences  for  recently  arrived  Russian 
immigrant  children. 

In  1992  that  committee  changed  its 
name  to  the  Committee  for  the  Homeless 
and  Community  Outreach,  or  Tikkun 
Olam,  the  Hebrew  phrase  for  repairing  the 
world.  Today,  the  Committee  often  guides 
responses  to  tragedies  affecting  worldwide 
Jewish  and  non-Jewish  communities. 

At  home,  the  new  Community  Mitzvah 
Initiatives  provides  for  visits  by  P.A.S. 
families  to  the  Jewish  Home  and  Hospital 
for  the  Aged  on  the  West  Side. 

The  Bikur  Cbolim  Committee  was 
an  offshoot  of  that  group.  In  1995, 

Rabbi  Elana  Zaiman  helped  develop  a 


was  there  he  met  his  wife  Sarita  when  they 
were  14  and  1 5.  Mark  estimates  that  with 
his  Jewish  organizational  activities  as  well, 
he  “had  life  contact  with  over  10,000  people 
who  are  now  adults.” 

The  position  of  Ritual  Director  is  the 
perfect  third  career  for  this  man  of  many 
talents.  He  had  retired  from  teaching  and 
sought  a  place  where  he  could  use  his 
experience  and  background  in  Jewish-related 
work. ..and  the  timing  was  right  at  P.A.S.  He 
takes  pride  in  doing  everything  carefully  and 
correctly  and  helping  people  to  feel  involved 
and  comfortable  at  services. 

Mark  says,  “I  am  a  schmoozer;  I’m  a 
talker.  To  me,  one  of  best  things  is  the  inter¬ 
esting  people  I  meet.  I’ve  had  many  interest¬ 
ing  conversations  with  people  who  come  in. 
It  is  very  nice  to  be  part  of  their  simchas,  and 
to  show  empathy  in  traumatic  times  and  at 
sad  events.  I  can  shake  their  hands  or  hold 
their  hands,  and  give  them  some  words  of 
support.’’ 


subcommittee  to  provide  support  services 
and  visits  to  the  elderly  and  homebound 
of  the  congregation.  A  new  initiative  is  the 
Shiva  sub-committee  of  the  Bikur  Cholim 
and  Tikkun  Olam  committees.  Upon  the 
death  of  a  member  or  someone  in  their 
family,  volunteers  go  to  the  homes  of 
congregants  and  help  prepare  for  the  Shiva 
mourning  period. 

Park  Avenue  Synagogue,  under  the 
auspices  of  Tikkun  Olam ,  held  its  first 
annual  Mitzvah  Sunday  in  October 
1995.  Recently  endowed  as  the  “Vicki 
K.  Wimpfheimer  Mitzvah  Sunday,”  it 
enables  hundred  of  congregants  to  work 
together  to  express  shared  Jewish  values 
in  the  cause  of  social  responsibility  and  to 
fulfill  the  imperative  to  help  others  in  need. 
In  addition,  congregants  are  now  offered 
opportunities  to  perform  Mitzvot  in  Elul,  in 
communal  preparation  for  the  Days  of  Awe. 
These  are  yearly  reminders  of  the  rewards 
one  derives  from  performing  of  mitzvot  as  a 
part  of  our  daily  lives. 


Snapshot  of  Congregational  Life:  1 980-2008 

continued  from  page  13 
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A  Look  Ahead 


Wednesday,  September  17  I  Formal  Installation  of  Rabbi  Elliot  Cosgrove  I  followed  by  a  Reception  I  details  to  follow 

Monday,  September  29  I  Erev  Rosh  Hashanah 

Tuesday,  September  30  &  Wednesday,  October  1  I  Rosh  Hashanah 

Wednesday,  October  8  I  Erev  Yom  Kippur 

Thursday,  October  9  I  Yom  Kippur 

Sunday,  November  23,  2008  I  Mitzvah  Day  I  For  information  please  contact  Mitzvah  Day  Chairs:  Erica  Choset:  ericachoset@gmail.com  AND 

Shelly  Katz-Biederman:  shellylkb@nyc.rr.com. 


P.A.S  Is  Just  a  Klik  Away 


Park  Avenue  Synagogue’s  websire,  www.pasyn.org  has  the  latest  news,  events, 
and  times  for  any  synagogue-related  activity.  And  it  also  has  lots  of  information 
about  classes,  programs,  events,  people,  organizations,  and  meetings. 

SIGN  UP  FOR  E-MAIL  NOTIFICATIONS!  COMMUNICATE  WITH  OUR  CLERGY  AND  STAFF! 
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